
JAZZ JAMBALAYA 
Monday  .  25 October 2021  .   Arie VandeWaa 

Bechtel’s Bones 

Monday  .  22 November 2021  .  Cedric Brooks Project 

Monday  .  20 December 2021  .  Winter Solstice Jam  .  Swing! 
$10 Members   |  $15 . Guests 

 

CELEBRATE 

Theola Bright 
Naomi Brooks 
Gary Davidson 
Myra Evans 
Gina Finnegan 
Irving Grodsky 
Linda Keahey 

 
Mike 
Keahey 
Keville Larson 
Linda Lewis 
Raoul 
Richardson 
Hans Rufer 
Erin Wheeler 

 

50|50 RAFFLE 
WIN CASH!  SPLIT THE POT! 

THE MORE SOLD, THE MORE TO WIN! 
$2 each 

3 for $5  .  7 for $10 
 

MEMBER OPPORTUNITY 
To bring attention to the issues of food insecurity and homelessness in our area and to 
raise funds for The Food Pantry @ Central, on November 12th, area residents will 
 gather for Art Soup 2021. 
 
Moon Struck Pottery is offering Bowl Making 
Experiences for MOJO members.  The handcrafted bowl 
you create will be donated to Art Soup 2021 to benefit 
The Food Pantry @ Central and the 3000+ people 
served weekly.  Bring a friend and throw a 
 bowl    on the potter’s wheel or paint a pre-made one. 
Sessions:  Wednesday & Saturday, 2-25 October 2021 
$20      moonstruckpottery.com/ 

 

SPECIAL THANKS 
E. J. Wright | Videos/Photos  .  Vegan Time Food Truck  .  MOJO Board 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

E. B. Coleman Orchestra 
Monday  .  27 September 2021 
Central ArtSanctuary  .  Mobile, AL 

 

 
 

 

 
mojojazz.org 

a 503c3 organization 

 
 



CREOLA G. RUFFIN 
"I guess a true Mobilian always comes back," says Creola Ruffin. 
The subject, downtown Mobile, is something she's had the opportunity to 
consider from a few angles, to say the least. In her childhood years, her family 
home was Down the Bay at Conception and Selma Streets. 

 

"Basically downtown means a lot to me due to the fact that I grew up downtown," 
Ruffin says. "As a kid we walked to the stores downtown. At the time, that's 
where everything was." She attended middle school at Dunbar, then moved on to 
Central High School, just outside of 
downtown. 

 

Ruffin, nowadays, is best known as an 
attorney and founder of the Gulf 
Coast Ethnic & Heritage Jazz Festival. 
But she had to return to Mobile twice 
to arrive there. 

 

She went to New Orleans to attend 
Dillard University, and then returned in 1978 or so. "I guess Mobile was reaching 
another one of its potentials," she says, invoking the city's nickname as the "city of 
perpetual potential." 

 

She and her then-husband opened a nightclub. She worked for the Mobile County 
Department of Human Resources, and moved away again, this time to 
Birmingham to pursue a law degree. 

 

She returned in 1988, worked for the District Attorney's office, went into private 
practice - based downtown, of course. For several years her office has been in the 
Regions Bank Building, an Art Deco tower off Bienville Square. The issue of 
Mobile's potential - and its ability ever to realize it - remains. 

 

"This is only my view, my opinion," she says. "It comes and goes." And after all, 
potential is no bad thing. 

 

Her thoughts run to music and the waterfront. "I would just like to see more 
happen on the waterfront," she says, wishing that Cooper Riverside Park would 
see more use. Plans like the proposed Crepe Myrtle Trail, a multi-use path that 
would ultimately stretch from Three Mile Creek north of downtown all the way to 
Dog River, are encouraging. It would be nice to see more entertainment and 
recreation opportunities, she says, maybe some riverside dining possibilities. 

 

Her own effort to create downtown activity continues. The groundwork for the 
2015 Gulf Coast Ethnic & Heritage Jazz Festival is already being put in place. 
Ruffin recently announced that this year's festival, the 17th, has received a 
$4,000 grant from the Alabama State Council on the Arts. Locations include 
the Temple Downtown and the History Museum of Mobile, with activities 
including a student jazz camp, an evening of poetry, and a free concert. She's 
hoping to expand it into Cathedral Square, so that patrons can once again 

enjoy some outdoor jazz. (Past locations have included Cooper Park and 
Bienville Square.) 

 

"We plan to make it a little larger," she says. 
 

She says this year's fest, coming up in August, also will honor another downtown 
fixture,: Bay City Brass leader Marcus Johnson, who died in December. Ruffin says 
his legacy of music and generosity, which included efforts to provide instruments 
and lessons to children, deserve to be commemorated. 

 

"We've decided that we're going to name our Jazz Camp the Marcus Johnson Jazz 
Camp," she says. "We will truly miss him. He has made a huge contribution to 
Mobile. He has made a wealth of contributions." 

 

Would she and other organizers ever consider moving the event elsewhere, in 
search of greener pastures? She laughs at the idea. 

 

"No. Never," she says. "Downtown for me is very comfortable. I enjoy meeting 
people on the street." 

Lawrence Specker  .  al.com 
14 January 2015 

Mike Brantley . Cover Photo 
 

Eddie Shaw . 2008 Laidlaw Performing Arts Center . 2008 

Hosea London . Kevin Lee 
Laidlaw Performing Arts Center . 2008 

Marqius Johnson. Kent Jordan 
Markel Johnson .  2011 

  

PREVIOUS HONOREES 
Lawrence Specker . 2017 

Robert “Bob” Spielmann . 2018 
Hosea London & Bill Frazier . 2019 

KEEP YOUR MOJO WORKIN’! 
 


